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food; to the left, books, tobacco^ china? glass and
goldfish, fruit and Chinese shoe-makers; at the
back, toys and stuffs, hats, belts and fancy buttons
and the meat market.
In the central ais!e? beyond the silk and jewellery
shops, the drapers called out 4iTape5 *3astic5 but-
ton/' and in the centre were the brilliant cushion
shops around the fire extinguisher and the weigh-
ing-machines. Everywhere the coolies, with their
numbers on their shirts, carried parcels and boxes
and tins in flat baskets on their heads^ pushing
through the crowd which pressed out to the en-
trance where they sold fur strips and feathers and
celluloid toys. Round the cars came the beggars,
old and blind? dumb and deformed^ led by boys
who whined and called out "Mummie! Mummie!9*
They showed scales and leprosy and running eyess
tongues cut out at the root, and withered arms,
and among them a sad old Iady3 dressed in a muslin
dress and sandshoes and a toque? sold crocheted
camphor-balls on strings.
There was nothing of any kind that had not its
cheaper duplicate in the market, there was nothing
there that could not be bought two pies cheaper in
the next shop, and the bargaining for a piece of
bread or six buttons could take an hour; but there
was one superstition, the first customer of the day
must buy to bring good luck, so that the early
morning was the time to go shopping when bar-
gaining was favourable and5 In the produce market^
the food was fresh*
That was when auntie went? every morning